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A publication designed to build community pride and 
awareness in the South Euclid Lyndhurst Schools

For Varsity Basketball Coach Chet Mason, character building 
is the key to success!

A New Calendar Year! 
Thank You Mrs. Wynne! 
Welcome Ms. Lee-Harris

On behalf of the South Euclid 
Lyndhurst Schools, I wish the 
community a Happy New Year! This 
time of the school year remains filled 
with excitement and anticipation, 
and 2016 has all the makings to 
be successful. Thank you to the 
community for your continued 
support of the South Euclid Lyndhurst 
Schools. I would also like to thank 
recently departed school board 
member Alfreda Wynne for her years 

of service to the SEL Board of Education, and wish her the best 
in future endeavors. At the same time, the district welcomes Erin 
Lee-Harris to the Board of Education and looks forward to a strong 
working relationship in the future. 

Enacting the District Strategic Plan’s Areas of Focus

The SEL Schools currently finds itself in Year Three of the Strategic 
Plan adopted by the Board in the Summer of 2013. Many strides 
have been made to achieve the goals established in this plan, on the 
path toward fulfilling the vision to become The Destination School 
Community. Each of the four areas of focus, including Teaching 
and Learning, Communications, School Community Climate and 
Facilities, have all remained  top focuses for the SEL Schools, and 
as such, each has identifiable milestones to report. In the area of 
Teaching and Learning, during the past few years, innovative, 
data-driven programming and curriculum has been instituted at 
all levels of education. The district has also invested resources to 
retrofit various spaces throughout the district to enhance learning 
for the most important subjects, including science, math, health 
sciences and reading. Many strides have been taken to improve 
communications with the community, including the implementation 
of a district newsletter, paperless report cards, an  updated Web 
site and outreaches to various stake holders in the community on a 
regular basis. These all characterize the SEL Schools commitment 
to communications. School climate has been enhanced primarily 
through the branding effort, where uniformity at all buildings of our 
Arc Pride has become consistent. We continue to engage parents in 
the teaching and learning process as much as possible. Finally, the 
facilities area of focus for our plan has led to many new enhancements. 

One recent upgrade designed for learning was the official launch of 
the ArcFit Training Center for students and staff as a result of a data-
driven need amongst the Brush High School student population. This 
state-of-the-art complex will be a true learning laboratory open and 
available to all students, student-athletes and staff members. Last 
year, more than 53% of Brush High School students signified an 
interest in health or health sciences, and that they intend to pursue 
a career in this field someday. With this information, the South Euclid 
Lyndhurst Schools determined an obligation to pursue any and all 
opportunities that will help to prepare our students for the future. 
The SEL Schools’ intent is to get its students career-ready, and this 
facility, including the training aspects, the classrooms and curriculum 
involved, will have the potential to do just that. This facility is one-of-
a-kind for a variety of reasons. 

The ArcFit Training Center

The ArcFit Training Center is located in the area of the old auto 
technology garage and has been completely retrofitted into more 
than a merely a weight room, but rather a comprehensive learning 
area for our students. Physical education classes, student-athlete 
training facilities, classrooms for health, wellness and health sciences 
and other amenities make it an ideal location to satisfy the needs of 
more than half the high school student body interested in this field. 
Brush anticipates hosting classes here as early as the 2016-2017 
school year and offering coursework such as medical technology 
& terminology, health sciences, exercise physiology, biochemistry, 
nutrition and wellness.

Fulfilling the Vision: The Destination School Community

With all of these accomplishments, our vision is to be The 
Destination 
School 
Community. The 
district thanks the 
community for 
their continued 
support and 
wishes everyone 
the best for the 
New Year. 

Linda N. Reid
Superintendent
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The South Euclid Lyndhurst Board of Education sincerely wishes everyone a 
Happy New Year! The start of the New Year is always a time of great reflection, 
and anticipation for new beginnings. With the excitement of our student 
progress, it is easy to see why. On behalf of the entire Board of Education, we 
extend our welcome to incoming Board Member Erin Lee-Harris, who joins 
the Board to fill the vacancy left by Mrs. Alfreda Wynne, who did not seek 
re-election this past fall. The Board collectively wishes Mrs. Wynne the best of 
luck in her future endeavors. 

One story from this past fall season evokes a special emotion that the Board 
wishes to share with the community. It is one of responsibility, learning and 
growth. Please read below to learn more.  Third grade students from Adrian 
Elementary participated in a special tour and presentation at the Argonne Road 
Community Park this past fall season, and were led by neighborhood residents 
Jim and Pam O’Toole, who founded the Avondale-Argonne Neighborhood 
Group, and who played a critical role in the planning and construction of 
the park.  During this particular presentation, the couple talked about the 
history of the park, which was formerly the site of a demolished home, as 
well as answered questions.  One of the most unique features at the park is 
a Little Free Library, a structure the size of a large bird house, which contains 
children’s books donated by neighborhood residents that are available to be 

borrowed or kept by students.  

The Little Free Library holds special significance for students at Adrian, as 
earlier this year, several students from the school were observed to be 
mistreating and damaging books contained in the structure.  The visit to the 
park provided a teachable moment for students, as they recently completed 
a unit centered on community government and the importance of citizen 
involvement in their neighborhoods.  Both Jim and Pam took a moment to 
share with the students how the park was a source of neighborhood pride, as 
well as the importance of respecting the park property so that others could 
enjoy it.   In a heartwarming moment near the end of the presentation, several 
students presented the O’Toole’s with a stack of books donated by the third-
grade class at Adrian.  Pam and Jim graciously accepted the donated books 
and walked with the students to the Little Free Library to add them to the 
collection.

The Board of Education would like to thank Jim and Pam O’Toole for taking the 
time to share  the importance of community involvement with our students.  
The district is also proud of our third-graders and their willingness to turn a 
teachable moment into an opportunity to give back to their community. 
Once again, all the best in the New Year and Go Arcs!

SEL Schools Introduce Board Member Erin Lee-Harris

With a new calendar year comes a new member to the South Euclid 
Lyndhurst Schools Board of Education, Erin Lee-Harris. Board Member 
Lee-Harris is an enthusiastic champion for the SEL Schools, having served 
in a variety of capacities over the last few years. One thing remains quite 
consistent in each of those endeavors in which Ms. Lee-Harris has been 
engaged, and that is a belief that involvement is necessary for student 
achievement and growth. This is precisely the reason why she ran for the 
Board of Education, and what she plans to promote in this new role as a 
public servant. The SEL Schools thought the community should get to know 
Erin Lee-Harris a bit better with this article. 

As the proud parent of 4 students, three of whom are currently enrolled in 
the SEL Schools, Board Member Lee-Harris retains an attitude of service 
that she is passing on to Aaron, a 7th grade student at Memorial, Bryson 
and Preston, 2nd and 1st grade students, respectively, at Adrian Elementary 
School and Riley, who is only three years old but “pretends” that she joins 
her older brothers in school. She loves the South Euclid Lyndhurst Schools 
and wholeheartedly believes in the vision that has been cast to be The 
Destination School Community. Her service to the schools began in the PTA 
more than eight years ago. Since then, she has elevated to serve in executive 
roles including President, Vice President and PTA Council President for the 
entire school district. As Board Member Lee-Harris states, “involvement is 
necessary for other children, and I believe in being in service to others.” 

She decided to run for the open seat on the Board of Education when 
departed member Alfreda Wynne decided to not seek re-election. “Board 
Member Wynne is a phenomenal person,” said Lee-Harris. “Her advice to 
me was to help make a difference; she believed she had and encouraged 
me to do the same.” 

Erin Lee-Harris made a deliberate decision to move her family to the 
South Euclid Lyndhurst Schools when she saw the embracing of diversity 

as a valuable asset in the community. She believed that this would be an 
important experience for her children to prepare them for the real world in 
the future. Today, Board Member Lee-Harris claims her children have friends 
from just about every ethnicity.

Erin Lee-Harris credits Superintendent Linda N. Reid’s vision as a catalyst 
for running for school board as well. Wanting to be part of such a positive 
team in the community, Ms. Lee-Harris believed that she could help the 
district leadership truly put children first in making decisions. She also 
cites Adrian Elementary Principal Dr. Mark Woodby as an inspiration for her 
further involvement. 

Looking to the future, Mrs. Lee-Harris will continue to put the children first 
in her decision making, but will also use her financial background to make 
wise decisions with taxpayer money. She is excited to be part of this team 
and the SEL Schools wishes Erin Lee-Harris ‘all the best’ in her new role as 
Board member. When you see her in the community, be certain to say hello 
and introduce yourself. 
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This section is devoted to showing the 
community the “Power of Arc Pride,” and how 
our students are shining in their academic 
and co-curricular endeavors.

Students Visit Senior Citizens

Members of Memorial Junior High’s MAC Jewels took time to give back to
the community recently, by visiting with residents at Kindred Assisted Living -
Fountains in Lyndhurst. During the afternoon visit, students and residents took
the opportunity to engage in conversation while sharing a light brunch together.
Students also took the opportunity to display their talents by singing various
songs and demonstrating the latest dance moves. Visiting with residents at
Kindred Assisted Living – Fountains has become an annual and rewarding
experience for the members of MAC Jewels. The students look forward to each
yearly visit as it provides them an opportunity to learn from and spend time with
individuals from different generations. Congratulations to the members of MAC
Jewels for proudly representing the SEL Schools!   

Students from the South Euclid Lyndhurst Schools began 
earlier this year what they hope will be the launch of a 
strong relationship with the Community Partnership on 
Aging with the communities of South Euclid and Lyndhurst. 
Superintendent Linda N. Reid escorted a group of students 
from Brush High School to introduce themselves to our 
community’s golden agers and to share a bit about their 
backgrounds and college plans in the future. Mrs. Reid 
discussed the district’s vision for enhancing a relationship 
with the community and provided an overview of the South 
Euclid Lyndhurst Schools. Once students completed their 
introductions, a question-and-answer session took place. 
Senior citizens asked questions about what majors the students planned to study, and what professions that they intended to pursue 
one day. Handouts, such as the district’s Quality Profile and Brown and Gold cards, were brought along to distribute to the audience of 
approximately 30 senior citizens. The SEL Schools plans to make continued trips to visit senior citizens throughout the regular school 
year. The district would like to offer a special thank you to the Community Partnership on Aging for helping to coordinate this important 
time together.

Elementary students in the SEL Schools work 
collaboratively with the Cuyahoga County Public Library 
 to improve reading

SEL Elementary Schools and South Euclid Lyndhurst Public Library Partner to Promote Reading

A recent  collaboration between SEL’s  three elementary schools  (Rowland, 
Sunview and Adrian)  and the South Euclid Lyndhurst Public Library has 
helped each and every student who participated with the opportunity 
receive  their very own library card. Thanks to President Barack Obama’s 
recently announced Library Challenge: ConnectED, students in our school 
district as well as across the country have the chance to receive public 
library cards through their schools to access the wealth of reading. A recent 
visit by Rowland Elementary and Greenview Upper Elementary Schools to 
the recently remodeled local public library branch gave students that very 
opportunity. In addition, public library officials recently visited Adrian and 
Sunview Elementary Schools to promote reading as well.  These two recent 
interactions between our elementary schools and the South Euclid Lyndhurst 
Public Library demonstrates the willingness to promote reading and enact 
President Obama’s very important program. 
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a great opportunity to make a positive impact in the lives of both special 
needs students and the players.

In addition to his coaching duties, Coach Mason also serves as the District 
Resource Coordinator, working with students at all grade levels, and helping 
to connect the greater community with the district.  Working alongside 
local pastor Scott Pugh, Coach Mason helps teach leadership skills and 
accountability to students at Memorial Junior High.  He also oversees 
Future Men of Distinction, a student group which provides 7th and 8th 
grade boys the opportunity to talk about various life issues. Having faced 
similar life circumstances, many students view him as a positive role model 
and feel comfortable approaching him to talk about difficulties in their lives.

The South Euclid Lyndhurst Schools are extremely proud to welcome Coach 
Mason to the district.  His positive, character-centered approach will have a 
lasting impact not only in the lives of our students, but in our communities 
as well!

VARSITY BASKETBALL COACH CHET MASON

Much like he did for so many years on the basketball court, Chet “The 
Jet” Mason brings an exciting and impactful presence to the South 
Euclid Lyndhurst Schools as the new Varsity Basketball Coach and District 
Resource Coordinator.  A northeast Ohio native, Coach Mason first gained 
recognition for his speed and talent at Cleveland South High School, where 
he was voted Mr. Basketball for the State of Ohio, and named a USA Today 
Player of the Year.  He earned a scholarship to attend Miami University 
(OH), where he continued to have success on the court, while also 
earning one of his proudest achievements, a Bachelor’s degree in Health 
and Sports Studies.  After graduating in 2004, Coach Mason pursued 
his dream of playing professional basketball, earning time with the Los 
Angeles Lakers on their developmental league team, while also returning 
home briefly to play on the Cleveland Cavaliers’ preseason roster.  Over 
the next eight years, he played professional basketball overseas, visiting 
over 150 countries.

After retiring in 2014, Coach Mason returned home to northeast Ohio to 
spend more time with his wife and five children.  He is excited to have an 
opportunity to build the boys basketball program, but more importantly, 
impact the lives of students.  Modeling and instilling character is the main 
focus of his approach to coaching, and was a key part of the district’s 
decision to hire him.  This includes setting high standards both on and off 
the court, including academic achievement.   Coach Mason also provides 
opportunities to instill character in his players during after-school hours.   
Recently, the varsity boys’ basketball team hosted a basketball clinic at 
the Julie Billiart School for students with special needs.  The event was 

For Varsity Basketball Coach Chet Mason, character building 
is the key to success!


